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Merry Christmas

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Merry Christmas to everyone and welcome to issue 45 of the news letter. Well, it’s here again; it’s time to buy 
those presents and stock up on all your food and drink for the festive season. I am almost beginning to wonder if 
it’s worth taking the decorations down as the years seem to go so quickly? Well this is the last news letter in 2008 
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all band members, parents and supporters for their contribution 
this year and a special thank you to all staff and management committee members for their help. With everyone’s 
hard work and commitment it has made 2008 another successful year for the Corps of Drums. I am currently 
working on the events diary for 2009 and hope to advise you of the dates I have so far in the January news letter.
So all it leaves me to say is that I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. Best regards 
Mark.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Remembrance Sunday Parade
On Sunday 9th November the 
Corps of Drums took part in the 
Sandhurst Remembrance Sunday 
parade. As predicted, this year’s 
event was again much larger than 
in past years and there was a
very good turn out of not only the 
general public, but also the 
various groups that attended. 
This year was slightly different as 

the Corps of Drums were asked to 
march on not only the various 
groups but also all the Officer 
Cadets for the RMA. This made 
the march on much more 
spectacular for the audience.
Once again the Corps of Drums 
laid a wreath in remembrance and 
this year Drummer Gavin Andrews 
laid the wreath. I have to say that 

as in past years I found this quite 
emotional and it made me feel 
extremely proud. After the parade 
I and many others received very 
good comments on the way Gavin 
presented himself and carried out 
the wreath laying in a very 
professional manner. Well done 
to Gavin.

Drummer Gavin Andrews The Corps of Drums March on Officer Cadets from the RMA

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
NEXT EVENT

Sandhurst Social Club – Senior Citizens Dinner – Saturday 17th January 2009
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Please Remember the Christmas Shut Down Dates

Last band practice evening – Monday 15th December 2008

First return practice evening – Monday 12th January 2009

Please note: We have again been asked to play at the Sandhurst Social Club’s Senior Citizens Dinner. This 
will be on Saturday 17th January. Therefore it is really important for all band members to attend our first 
practice evening on Monday 12th January as this will be our only opportunity to rehearse for this event.

The Royal Marines Christmas Spectacular
For those members and families that 
attended the Corps of Drums
Christmas outing to see the Royal 
Marines Plymouth band at the 
Hexagon in Reading.  I believe that 
everyone had a great time. It really 
makes you realise how good the 
Royal Marines are and how 
entertaining they are at this kind of 
event. Although there was serious 

music played, they did provide very amusing parts to 
their performance, the one I enjoyed the most was 
the percussionist who played many tunes on a set of 
wine bottles. I think Toby Garde is itching to try this 
out at band practice on a Monday evening! I hope 
also that our band members learnt something from 
this also! Mainly on how good the Royal Marines 
drummers were with their drill, it was absolutely 
perfect. I am sure we will arrange other trips to see 
them whenever possible.

New RM Pith Helmets Arrive
After many weeks of waiting, I am pleased to advise that the new Royal Marines pattern White Pith Helmets have 
arrived. Over the next few weeks I will be fitting these out for all band members and also adding all the hat 
furniture, top balls and chin chains etc. My intention is that we will wear these for very special parades only, 
which is likely to be maybe three or four times a year. At other parades and events we will continue to use the 
peak caps we currently have. I really believe that with the addition of the pith helmets it will make us really stand 
out and will look very smart. However they will need to be cared for and I will explain to all band members how 
to take care of them at the parades when we will use them.

Training DVD Up-date
As mentioned in the last news 
letter, we have the funding to 
start the Training DVD. 
However, due to my situation 
with losing my hearing I am 
behind on the actual filming. 
Therefore I have decided to 
postpone the filming until mid 
January. I will therefore let all 
band members that I have in 

mind to help with this project
know the dates as soon as I have 
booked the hall. It is likely that I 
will have to do the filming on 
both Saturday afternoons and 
Sunday mornings? I want to 
include as many band members 
as I can (within reason) to take 
part and they will have to be 
able to play their various 

instruments with out any 
mistakes. I am currently writing 
the scripts for the various 
sections and I will need to 
discuss the project further with 
James Robertson regarding how 
we will make this project not 
only successful but professional.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MONDAY 15th DECEMBER
LAST PRACTICE EVENING

MAKE SURE YOU ARE THERE FOR THE CORPS OF DRUMS
XMAS RAFFLE – Tickets on sale now


