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Welcome to issue 32 of the news letter. It’s hard to believe that there is only one more news letter before Christmas,
where has this year gone? Thank you to everyone who either took part or sponsored the Sponsored Walk which we
held on 6™ October. We are really pleased with the support we received and final money raised is over £562.00
which will be a great help towards our new uniform fund, more on that later. As we are now in November, we need to
start preparing for the Sandhurst Remembrance Sunday parade which this year actually falls on November 11". We
have again been asked to march on the participants and also we have been asked to provide 4-6 drummers to play the
National Anthem along side the Sandhurst Silver band. This year, band member James Robertson has asked if he can
lay our wreath and we have agreed that he can lay this on behalf of the Corps of Drums. Please can | also mention at
this stage that there has been a new event added to the events diary so please can all band members and parents
make a note of it? | hope you enjoy the November issue. Best regards Mark.

Sponsored Walk-with a Twist

As mentioned in my introduction, we held our Sponsored Walk with a Twist on October 6™. The idea this time was to
walk for five miles and at various stages of the walk we stopped and split the participants into small groups and asked
various questions. Those who gave the correct answers were issued various Halloween items which they wore for the
remainder of the walk. | was not sure if the band members would buy in to this but I have to say they all did and we
have photo’s to prove it. We have raised over £562.00 which will be a great boost to our new uniform fund and |
would like to thank every one who took part, well done.

Ozzy Osborne? Even the Drum Major dressed up
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CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

With Christmas fast approaching, | thought we would do a Christmas Word Search as a competition this month. For
our newer members, you just need to find the ten words that are hidden. All entries must be given to me by the end of
November and as normal all correct entries will be put in to a hat and the one drawn out will be the winner. | will
think of a special Christmas prize and we will do the draw at band practise on Monday 10™ December. Please enter as
the more we have the more exciting the draw will be. Good luck.
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The ten words you need to find are

Drum Major Santa  Jingle Bells  Turkey Drum Sticks Jingle Bell Lyre  Tinsel Tenor Drum

Auld Lang Syne Little Drummer Boy Cymbals of Christmas Party Hat  Christmas Carol

CORPS OF DRUMS CHRISTMAS PARTY WILL BE
TEN PIN BOWING - SUNDAY 2" DECEMBER
HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR REPLY SLIP?
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CORPS OF DRUMS - DIARY OF EVENTS 2007

Please see below for the events that are currently booked in 2007. There will be many more added as time goes on.
Please make a note of these dates. | will update this events diary every month.

Date: Event: Comments:
Sunday 11™ November Sandhurst Remembrance Day Service All members.
Saturday 1% December Santa Parade — Aldershot TBC

Sunday 2" December Corps of Drums Ten Pin Bowling All members

(Christmas bash) See Rose, Lorraine or Linda (4 -6.30 p.m.)

Friday 7™ December Uplands School Christmas Fair All members
(5.30 p.m. meet)

Monday 17" December Last Practice evening before Christmas

Monday 7" January 2008 First Practice evening of 2008

Saturday 14" January 2008 Sandhurst Social Club Senior Citizens Dinner All members

Please Note: I will confirm both dates and times on the newly added events as soon as | receive confirmation of
them.

POTENTIAL EVENT DATES FOR 2008

I would like to tell you of potential dates for 2008. | know it’s early to give these dates and you must note that they
will have to be confirmed at a later stage; however | am confident that most of them will happen on the dates | am

giving you.

April 20" or 27" St Georges Day Parade (Scouts)

May 29™ Sandhurst Donkey Derby (Bank Holiday Monday)

June 15" or 22" RMA Heritage Day

July 5" Ash Fun Day

July 6" Aldershot Band Contest (there is a strong possibility that this will not take place?)
July 12" Aldershot Vicoria Day Parade

July 13" Frimley Green Carnival

August 25" Mytchett Fun Day (Bank Holiday Monday)

November 9™ Remembrance Day Parade & Service

PICTURE GALILERY

The Irish Guards Corps of Drums

Notice the drummers have HTS drums when
playing with the Pipe band
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Special feature - Keith Nicholls Interview

In last month’s news letter, | mentioned that we would do an article on Keith Nicholls. For those of you who do not
know, Keith is well known for his superb drum painting. The two crested bass drums we have were painted by Keith.
I met up with him to find out more about him.

“Keith, how did you get into drum painting?” ““I started work at George Potter & Co in Aldershot when | was 16
training to do drum repairs and hoop painting. During this time | started teaching my self the art of drum
emblazoning and progressed to doing full drum art work™ ““I left Potters in 1999 and started working for myself,
mainly doing all of Potters drum painting™. .

“1 would think that you have painted thousands of drums over your
24 year career, do you keep count of how many drums you have
painted?” “No, | have lost count; it certainly feels like thousands
though?”’

“What is your current job?” “Well, I am currently about to start work
on the newly formed Mercian Regiment, which is an amalgamation of
the Worcester and Sherwood Foresters and the Cheshire’s and
Staffordshire’s. I will have to paint all three battalions which is about 30
drums in total” Keith’s workshop in Aldershot

. “Looking through your pictures, it look’s like you have painted most
regiments in the British Army?” That’s correct, | have painted almost
everyone along with many other service bands and also a lot of civilian
bands, the Sandhurst & District Corps of Drums included™.

“Do you have a reference library to refer to?” “Yes, | have literally
thousands of patterns going back to around 1900. Obviously many of
these have changed over the years due to disbandment or amalgamation
of different regiments. Also | have to update the drum painting to include
newly added battle honours. Obviously the most recent being Irag and
Afghanistan™.

“So along with your drum repairs you are kept quite busy?” That’s correct, it’s difficult to have a constant flow
though, and it normally all comes in at once” “So what else are you doing?” Well | have started manufacturing
Bell- lyres and Marching bells. This is completely different from the painting side of my business. | have invested in
various pieces of machlnery and materials and | am currently working on a batch of 25 instruments™

1 “How is the new venture going?” Well, like all new ventures, there’s a learning curve
but | feel that | will produce and market a top quality instrument at a sensible price
" which I think the banding market will be glad to see, the first model will be ready soon™

| A pile of notes ready for plishing
Keith polishing notes Keith cutting the notes out

“Thanks Keith for your time and many thanks for all the support you have given the Sandhurst & District
Corps of Drums” No problem, I hope our relationship continues for many years to come”
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